ANTBAL ACEVEDO VILA
GOVERNOR
COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO

December 29, 2008

The Honorable Barack Obama

President-elect of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, DC 20500-0001

Dear President-elect Obama:

As Governor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, I respectfully appeal to the executive
powers that will be vested upon you as President by the Constitution of the United States of
America to intercede on behalf of the Department of Justice of the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)} and the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA), regarding the ongoing investigation of the murder of Santiago Mari-Pesquera.

Santiago Mari-Pesquera was a 23 year-old pilot murdered in Caguas, Puerto Rico, on March
24, 1976. He was the eldest son of attorney Juan Mari Bras, a prominent pro independence
leader in Puerto Rico, who at the time was Secretary General of the Puerto Rican Socialist
Party (PSP), and its Governor candidate. The facts surrounding this murder, the numerous
threats that Mari Brés and his family received before the boy was killed, and the long history
of political persecution that Mari Brés has experienced throughout his life, strengthen the
theory that the motive of the perpetrators of this assassination was political, in order to harm
the head of the Socialist Party and, therefore, the independence movement in Puerto Rico.

Although Henry W. Coira, a mentally unstable neighbor of the family was found guilty and
served in jail for this assassination, there are leads suggesting that this man did not act alone,
It is thought that Mari-Pesquera was victim of a conspiracy organized and financed by
members of Cuban extreme right wing groups in Puerto Rico, possibly supported by similar
groups in the United States of America. Mari Bras and the Socialist Party had very close
relations with Fidel Castro’s government in Cuba, something that annoyed these right
winged groups as well as Puerto Rico’s and the United State’s governments at the time.

Although the Department of Justice of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico has undertaken
the investigation of this crime with all due diligence, there are still missing relevant pieces of
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information to identify the suspects and solve this crime. The FBI has information about
this murder that is very much needed to solve this case. When the Agency has sent
documents to the family regarding this crime under the Freedom of Information Act, most
of them have always appeared crossed out.

For over 32 years, the family of Santiago Mari-Pesquera and his father, attorney Juan Mari
Bris, who is now 81 years old and a highly respected political figure in our country, have
consistently demanded a thorough investigation of this murder.

Knowing your high commitment to just causes, I respectfully appeal for your intervention
with the FBI in order for them to declassify and furnish to the Department of Justice of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico all the information in their possession related to the Santiago
Mari Pesquera case. 1, as well as the vicum’s family and the People of Puerto Rico, will be
enormously grateful for any action or consideration that you may devote to this case.

Appendices

Letter to Mr. Luis S. Fraticelli, Special Agent in Charge San Juan Field Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
September 26, 2005

Letter to Mr. David M. Hardy, Section Chief, Record/Information Dissemination Section, Records Management
Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, December 26, 2007

Letter to the Information and Privacy Coordinator, Central Intelligence Agency, January 28, 2008

Letter 1o Mr. Scott Koch, Information and Privacy Coordinator, Central Intelligence Agency, May 7, 2008



COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICD
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
ATTORNEY GENERAL OFFICE OF PUERTO RICO
. ORGANIZED CRIMEAND DRUGS DIVISION
P.O. BOX 902071492, SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICTO 002020192

September 26, 2005

| uiis Fraticefli

Federal Bursau of Investigation
P.0. Box 366269

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918-1069

Ait: Michael Faries
Chief Division Counsel -

[ear Mr, Fraticelli:

The Depariment of Justice of the Commonwealth of Puertc Rico Is conducting an
investigation of the murder of Santiago Mari Pesquera on March 25, 19786.

The deceased Mari Pesquera was the son of prominent teader of the Puerio Rico
Socialist Party, Juan Mari Bras, who at that time was candidate for governor on behalf
of that Party. Although one Henry Walter Coira was charged and convicted for this
murder there exists the possibility that this murder was of a political nature and that
other individuals or organizations wete involved.

Pursuant fo the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) S5USCA552, we request your
cooperation and disclosure of any pertinent information of the assassination of Santiago
Mari-Pesquera and other related matters.

(,ordlaliy, —
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ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO
DEPARTAMENTO DE JUSTICIA

QFICINA DEL FISCAL GENFERAL DE PUERTO RICO
APARTADO 9020182, SANJUAN, PR GOS02

© Tel: (787) 7i9-2199/ 725-2400
Fax: (787) 9773243

248 de diciembre de 2007

David M. Hardy

Section Chief
Record/Information
Dissemination Seciion
Records Management Division

Request No. 1032283-000
Subject: Mari-Pesquera, Santiago

Dear Mr. Hardy:

The Department of Justice has recently referred this case to the undersigned attorney.

Our Depatiment addressed a Freedom of Information Act Request to the FBI in San Juan,
Puerto Rico on September 26, 2005, We were informed that the Request was xeferred fo

the FRI Headquarters and fo this date, it has not been answered,

In order for you to make an accurate search in your iecords, enclosed is the death
certificate of Santiage Mari-Pesquera, assassinated March 24, 1576 in Rio Piedras,
Puetto Rico. As mentioned before, the deceased was the son of a prominent leader of the
Puerto Rican Socialist Party, Juan Marti-Bras, who at the time of his son’s death was a
Goveraor candidate on behalf of his political party. It is very likely that the FBI has
information about this murder as part of the intelligence work gathered regarding teirorist

acts on the istand

We would also like any information in your records pertaining to Henry W. Coira-
Story. This is the person who was held respensible for the assassination. In light of the
circumstances leading to the murder of Mazi-Pesquera, theie is a possibility that Coira-
Story did not act alone. It bas been inferred that the crime was of a political nature and
part of a conspiracy of the Cuban right wing.



Henry W. Coita-Story was bom on Santiago de Cuba, December 15, 1952 and his social
secutity number is 583-50-3782.

Do not hesitate to contact us if you need any other information to process cur request.

S‘lncet eiy Yeurs

{,H "i\j]/n {1 }Cf/v%

arim An cu-Péiez
Prosecutor
Attorney General Office of Puerto Rico
Department of Justice

Enclosure



Eslada i bhre Asodade da Puedo Hico

Departamenta de Salud

NUMBERO DE CERTIFICADO {CERTIFICATE NUMBER)
1.52-—-1976---06132—DOGOOO—0{11.606—0(}68‘7912

NOMBRE DEL FALLECIDO (DECEASED NAME)
SANTIAGO MARI PESQUERA

SEEURO SOCIAL {SCOCIAL SECURITY) SEXO (SEX)
DRESCONOCIDO (UNKNOWN} . hif

ESTADC CIVIL (MARITAL STATUS - NOMBRE CONYUGE (SPOUSE’S NAME)
NUNCA 8E CASO (NEVER MARRIEDY XX

FECHA REGISTRO (REGISTRATION DATE)

FECHA DEFUNCION (DEATH DATE)
24 MAR 1976

LUGAR DEFUNCION (DEATH PLACE}
CAGUAS, PURERTO RICO

PECHA NACIMIENTO (BIRTH DATE)

12 ABR 1876

FUE EMBATSAMADO? (WAS EMBALMED?)
4E DESCONOCE (UNKNOWN)

EDAD (AGE)
23 ARoS

26 AGO 1952

LUGAR NACIMIENTO (BIRTHPLACE)
ESTADOS UNIDOS

NOMBRE DE I.A MADRE (MOTHER'S NAME}

NOMBRE DEL PADRE (FATHER®S NAME)
PAQUITA PESQUERA

JUAN MART BRAS

FECHA EXPEDICION (DATE ISSUED)
27 DIC 2007

THIS IS TO CERTIFY: That this is a trae
copy of an oviginal certificateor file
in i castedy in the Demographic Regis-
tvy of the Depastment of Heslth of Puerto
Rice and that the coxreciions ffrat my
appear in the eriginal certificate here
photostefically repraduced are Bona- Fide
‘veceiones Bona-Fide hechas de aeuerda correctons made in sccor danee to what
1 [ns leyes gre para (ales fides yigen ouy stéatute prescribes in sach cases.
Puertn Rico. '

rz;%’?’?”?”;;' ._L?v#ézégggg.

it Pérez Pérdeme, MD;FIPH,PHD Micolds F emérxéez Cornier, M.S.
retario de Salud Director, Registro Demogrifico
retary of Health Director Demegraphic Reglsiry

ANVERTENCTA: T3 ileoal alterar o falsiicar ssta copia.

ERIIFICABMOS: que la que antecede o3 una
pia fiel y exacta de un certificade ori-

aal archivado bajo aussira costodia en
Registro Demogrifico del Departamento
SaJud de Puerto Rico ¥ que[as corres

mes que puedan aparecer en dichs cer-

icado original aguf fotografiade son
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& Completeitems 1, 2, ard 3. Also completo

tem 4 if Restricted Delivéry IS desired. . L Adent

i
2
| Addiessee

8 Print your name and address on the reverse

sg that We can return the card to you. sce] mtedN G Date
B Attach thls card to the back of the mailplece, { E :‘ﬁ /7}& 5 f 'Eﬂé

+ or arrthe fro aca permils.
Eg—%p {3 Af:ig{/r il %o elivery acicress d‘ﬁferén%m ftem1? Ld Yes:
1: Article Address Ftoy & N # YES, enter delivery add:gss belove - O No
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[1 Gentitfed Mait [T Express Mail

O Registered LT Retim Recalpt for Merchandise
O} lnswed Mall EXG.O.D.
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4. Restricted Delivery? (Exira fos) fives

D23

12, Adticls Mumier
(Transtsr from service labal}
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ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO
DEPARTAMENTO DE JUSIICIA

OTICINA DEL FISCAL GENERAL DE PUERTO RICO
APARTADO 9020192, SAN JUAN, PR. 00502

Tel: (787) 729-2199/ 7292400

Hon. fosé M. Delgado Rodriguez
Fax: (787) 9772245

Sub. Fiseal General

January 28, 2008

Information and Privacy Coordinatoz
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D .C. 20505

Facsimile (703) 613-3007

Dear Coordinator:

The Department of Justice of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico i1s reviewing the
criminal investigation of the murder of Santiago Mari-Pesquera, which occurred on
March 24, 1976 in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. The victim was the son of a proniinent
leader of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party, Juan Mari-Bras, who at the time of his son’s
death was a Governor candidate on behalf of his political party.

Although a man named Henry W. Coira-Story was convicted for assassinating Mari-
Pesquera in 1981, in light of the circumstances leading to the murder, there is a
possibility that Coira-Story did not act alone. It has been inferred that the ctime was of a
political nature, Therefore, we believe it is possible that the CIA has information about
this muzrder as pait of the intelligence work gathered regarding terrorists acts on the island
and the efforts for the containment of communism during the past decades.

Under the Freedom of Information Act, S US.C subsection 552, we are requesting
information or records related to Santiago Mari-Pesquera and Henry W. Coira Story
or any other matter related to this case.

In order for you to make an accurate search on your records, enclosed is a copy of the

Death certificate of Santiago Mari-Pesquera.

Regarding Henry W. Coira Story, we know that was bom on Santiago de Cuba,
Decegjber 15, 1952 and that his social security number is 583-50-3782.




If you have any questions about handling this request, you may telephone us at {(787)
729-2400 or (7873 729-2199.

Sincerely,

M Bdebo Rk
José i‘/fvéﬁ;igad;%i%dnguez %

Deputy, Chief Prosecuting Aftorney

Sarimar Andréu-Pérez
Assistant District Atforney

Fntlpsuv,



CERTIFICAMOS: que la que antecede es una
«opia fiel y exacta de un cerfificado ot

inal archivado bajo nuestra custodia en

I Registro Demegrifico del Deparfamento

& Salud de Purerto Rico y que las correc-

fones que puedan apareeer en dicho cer-
ficrdo original aqui fofografiade sea
srecciones Bona-Fide hechas de acaerdo

m ias leyes que pata tales fines vigen

1 Pukris Rico.

wisse

asa Pérez Pérdomo,
eretario de Salad
tretary of Health

ADVERTEN {*EA Es iiegai alterar o xalsuzcar esta capia.

CAF A TITRTFERTA a4 cieer o

| Evolosivve

Estade Uibre Asociado da Puerta Riso

Departamento de Safud

NUMERQ DE CERTIFICADO {CERTIFICATE NUMBER)
152-1976-00132-000000-001606-00687912

NOMBRE DEL FALLECIDO (DECEASED NAME)

SANTIAGO MARI PESQUERA

SEGURO SOCTAL, {SOCIAL SECURITY)
DESCONOCIDO (UNEKNCHN}

kY

ESTADC CIVIL (MARITAL STATUS -
NUNCA SE CASO (NEVER MARRIED}

FECHA DEFUNCION (DEATH DATE)
24 MAR 1976

LUGAR DEFUNCION (DEATH PLACE)
CAGUAS, PUERTO RICO

FECHA NACIMIENTO (BTRTH DATE)
26 AGO 1852

LUGAR NACIMIENTO (BIRTHPLACE)
ESTADOS UNIDGCS

NOMBRE DEL PADRE (FATHER'S NAME)
JUAN MARI BRAS

FRECHA EXPEDICION {DATE ISSUED)
27 DIC 2007

#iPH,PHD

THES IS TO CERTIFY: That thisis a frue

copy of an original certifieate ow file

0 our custody in the Demographic Regis-
try of the Depariment of Heaith of Puerto
Rico and that the corrections that my
gppear in the original certificate here
photostatically reprodaced are Bona-Fide
corrections made in secordance fo what
our statute prescribes in such cases. o

i %@&4

Nicolds Fernar ez Cormier, MLS.
Director, Registro Demogi &fico
Director Demographic Registry

LSRR L J RN PRV . SV & 11 LRSS LRI R

SEX0O (SEX)
M

NOMBRE CONYUGE (SPOUSE'S NAME)
XX

FECHA REGISTRO (REGISTRATION DATE)
iz ABR 1976

FUE EMBALSAMADO? (WAS EMBALMED?)
SE DESCONOCE (UNKNOWN)

EDAD (AGE)
23 afios

NOMBRE DE LA MADRE {MOTHER’S NAME )
PAQUITZ PESQUERA

Esfets Lioa Azncfacky caPfoasts Be
FlomacbmemmeXa S Sz 0



ESTADO LIBRE ASOCIADO DE PUERTO RICO
DEPARTAMENTO DE JUSTICIA
OFICINA DEL FISCAL GENERAL DE PUERTO RICO
APARTADO 9020192, SAN JUAN, PR 00902

Tel: (787) 7292199/ 729-2430

Hon. Jesé M. Delgado-Rodriguez
Faxz (787) 977-2248

Suh. Fiscal General

May 7, 2008

Mr. Scott Koch

Information and Privacy Coordinator
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Facsimile (703) 613-3007

Reference: F-2008-00820
Dear Mr. Koch:

On March 25, 2008, the office of the Chief Prosecuting Attorney received yout
response to our January 28 FOIA request.

Regarding the additional information you need about Coira-Story in order to
process our request, we inform you that his full name is Henry Walter Coira-
Story. Heisa US. citizen and his social security number is 583-50-3782.

With regard to the privacy waiver, the Depariment investigated that Coira-Story
is currently living in Florida, USA. The arrangements to obtain the privacy
waiver on behalf of Coira Story are being coordinated. We trust that your
Agency “will balance the privacy interests that would be compromised by
disclosure against the public interest in release of the requested information”. It
should not be forgotten that it is as part of a murder investigation that we ask the
release of the information.

On the other hand, the Department of Justice for the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico is committed to pay any fee necessary to process our request nonetheless,
we were under the impression that the payment of fees did not apply to
government instrumentalities.



Finally, we are conscious that the CIA is primarily concerned with foreign
intefligence — not domestic- matters. The reason we addressed the request o
your Agency, in addition to the Federal Bureau of Investigations, is that it is
probable that the assassination occurred as part of the Cuban Exile terrorism on
the island. The matter being related to the anti-Castro movement and the efforts
for the containment of communism in the past, we thought is was pertinent o
ask for your cooperation.

Please be assured that our department is going to comply with the requirements
necessary to process our petition. In light of the dircumstances stated above, we

ask for the FOIA request F-2008-00820 not to be closed.

Sincerely,

.f s
{-ubilabi
José Ni Delgado-Rodriguez €

Deputy, Chief Prosecuting Attorney



